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AND VISIT OF MEYER MATALON TO UNITED STATES 

FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY ROGERS FROM AMBASSADOR GERARD 

1 . IN MEETING WITH PRIME MINISTER JANUARY 15, 1 EXPRESSED 
MY GREAT CONCERN ABOUT THE APPARENT ACCELERATION OF AN 
ANTI-AMERICAN CAMPAIGN EVIDENCED BY THE CONSULATE DEMONSTRATION, 
SCURRILOUS LEAFLETS, PLACARDS, NEWSPAPER ARTICLES AND A 

SPATTER OF ' CIA OUT” GRAFFITI ALL OVER KINGSTON WITHIN THE 
LAST FEW DAYS. A NUMBER OF THESE BEAR THE IMPRIMATURE OF 
THE PNP YOUTH ORGANIZATION AND AT LEAST TWO PUBLIC STATEMENTS 
ARE ATTRIBUTED TO DR. D. K. DUNCAN, PNP SECRETARY-GENERAL. 

2. DESPITE ASSURANCES RECEIVED FROM MINISTER OF SECURITY 
MUNN THAT PM HAD "SAT" ON HIS LEFT FOLLOWING LAST WEEK'S 
UNREST AND DEMONSTRATIONS, MANLEY WAS EVASIVE IN HIS REPLY, 

SAYING ONLY THAT HE FELT IT WAS IMPORTANT TO KEEP THE 
RADICAL YOUTH WITHIN HIS PARTY AND THAT, ALTHOUGH HE 
RECOGNIZED THAT FROM TIME TO TIME THEY WERE GUILTY OF 
EXCESSES, HE THOUGHT THAT A NUMBER OF ACTIONS ATTRIBUTED 
TO THEM WERE INSTIGATED BY OTHERS (PRESUMABLY THE 
EXTREME LEFT REPRESENTED BY TREVOR MONROE). FURTHERMORE, 

THEY WERE MERELY REFLECTING THE FACTS WHICH EMERGED FROM 
THE SENATE HEARINGS ON THE CIA. HE TURNED OFF THE SUBJECT 

BY SAYING THAT HE DID NOT WANT THE MEETING TO BECOME 
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"ACRIMONIOUS". CONSIDERING THAT THIS WAS OUR FIRST MEETING 
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SINCE THE CONSULATE STONING AND SUBSEQUENT SHOOTING OF THE 
GUARDS, I FOUND THIS ATTITUDE SOMEWHAT LESS 
THAN SATISFACTORY. 

3. IN A SUBSEQUENT MEETING I HAD THE SAME DAY WITH 
MINISTER OF STATE IN THE PRIME MINISTER S OFFICE RESPONSIBLE 
FOR ECONOMIC AND PARTY AFFAIRS, WILLIAM ISAACS, HE 
EXPRESSED CONCERN ABOUT THE ACTIVITIES OF THE PNP YOUTH, 

SAID THAT THEIR ACTIVITIES WERE THE SUBJECT OF A 

SPECIAL MEETING WITH MANLEY ALSO JANUARY 15, BUT HE LEFT ME 
WITH THE STRONG IMPRESSION THAT HE WAS DOUBTFUL THAT 
THEY EITHER COULD OR WOULD BE DISCIPLINED. 

4. IN THE LIGHT OF ALL RECENT EVENTS, I AM EVEN MORE 
CONVINCED THAT MY ASSESSMENT MADE IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING 
MANLEY'S TRIP TO CUBA IS CORRECT, AND THAT HE HAS MADE 

A DEFINITE FLIP TO THE LEFT. IN ADDITION, HE HAS CONTINUED 
TO ALIENATE IN AN ACCELERATING TIME FRAME ALL 
SEGMENTS OF THE EXISTING ESTABLISHMENT, INCLUDING THE 
SECURITY FORCES, IN SUCH A CURIOUSLY IMPOLITIC MANNER THAT 
ONE IS LED TO THE CONCLUSION THAT HE HAS EITHER LOST CONTROL 
OR HAS DELIBERATELY ALIGNED HIMSELF WITH THE 
RADICAL, PRO-COMMUNIST LEFT. 

5. WHEN I LEARNED FROM THE UPDATE TO THE SECRETARY'S 
BRIEFING PAPERS (STATE 305554) THAT MEYER MATALON HAD 
CALLED YOU AND LARRY EAGLEBURGER SUGGESTING THE MEETING 

IN WASHINGTON RATHER THAN CONVERSATIONS HERE WITH AL FISHLOW, 
I RECEIVED A CLEAR SIGNAL THAT IT PRESAGED THE START OF ONE 
OF THE FAMOUS MATALON DOUBLE-TALK END RUNS. MATALON 
ADVISED ME THAT HE INTENDED TO STOP IN WASHINGTON AROUND 
JANUARY 20 FOLLOWING A TRIP TO ENGLAND. I HAVE TOLD 
MATALON THAT I WISHED TO SEE HIM URGENTLY PRIOR TO HIS 
DEPARTURE TO DISCUSS HIS APPROACH TO USG, WHICH HE AGREED 
HAD BEEN MISHANDLED TO DATE. HE HAS NOT RESPONDED, AND I 
AM NOW ADVISED BYTHE ISRAELI AMBASSADOR WHO IS EXTREMELY 
CLOSE TO THE MATALONS-HIS OFFICE IS IN THEIRS - THAT MEYER 
WAS RELUCTANT TO SEE ME UNTIL HE HAD CLEARED WITH THE PRIME 
MINISTER AND THAT MEYER HAD BEEN UNABLE TO ARRANGE 
AN APPOINTMENT TO DATE. THE ISRAELI AMBASSADOR ALSO INFORMED 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 KINGST 00253 191956Z 

ME THAT THIS HAD HURT MEYER'S PRIDE AND THAT THE 
MATALONS WERE EXTREMELY UPSET BY THE 
PRIME MINISTER'S RECENT ANNOUNCEMENT OF A PNP 
"SELF-DEFENSE FORCE". 

6. 1 THEREFORE NOW QUESTION WHETHER IT IS IN THE 
BEST INTERESTS OF THE USG TO PURSUE TALKS WITH 
MEYER MATLAON IN WASHINGTON ON ANY BASIS UNTIL 
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FURTHER CLARIFICATON OF THE ATTITUDE OF THE MANLEY 
GOVERNMENT. THE ECONOMIC NOOSE IS TIGHTENING, AND 
IT IS CERTAIN THAT THE GOJ IS DESPERATELY SEEKING 
ASSISTANCE FROM NON-U.S. SOURCES. IF IT DEVELOPS ANY 
SUCH ALTERNATIVE, WHICH IS VIABLE, IT WILL TAKE IT. IF NONE IS 
PRESENTED, IT WILL PROBABLY AGAIN TURN TO US, BUT I SUGGEST 
THAT NOW IS NOT THE PROPER TIME FROM OUR POINT OF 
VIEW AND THAT ANY FURTHER APPROACH BY THE JAMAICANS 
MUST BE MADE IN A MUCH LESS AMBIGUOUS MANNER THAN 
CURRENTLY THROUGH THE MATALONS. GERARD 
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